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8 you have repeatedly requeſted « me to give 
you an account of the remarkable afflictions, 
. rtiphabioiis, and dying conſolations of my late dear 
wife; I have, at length, complied with your defivey 
and now ſend you the following narrative. 

The dear deceaſed, it may be proper to,obſerve, 
was naturally of a lively, cheerful diſpoſition, and 
remarkably active in the management of her do- 
meſtic affairs: and though, partly by a violent 
fever, about thirteen years ago, which deprived her 
of the regular uſe of reaſon for ſeveral weeks; and 
partly by bearing fourteen children, eight of whom 
the followed to the grave, her conſtitution was 
much impaired, yet the cheerfulneſs of her diſpo- 
ſition continued. She was alſo frequently favoured 
wirh much of the Divine preſence; in the enjoy- 
ment of which ſhe was indulged, by a gracious God, 
for near twenty years, to a eee not nen 
by! many Chriſtians, 

In the beginning of March es 3, ſhe often 
complained of great ſpiritual darkneſs, and la- 
b under many diſcouragements in her own 
A 2 | mind: 
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mind and frequently ſaid, She apprehended 
+ ſome heavy trial was coming upon us. On the 
twenty- -figſt of the ſame month, about one o clock 


in the morning, we were awaked by an uncom- 


mon noiſe, and by the alarming cry of murder. 
The reaſon of which was, as we quickly found, 
a perſon had broken into the houſe of a very 

near neighbour, who lived alone; ſtole his 
property, and threatened his life; out of whoſe 
eruel hands he very narrowly Seal, by burſt- 
ing through a window. This unexpected and 
dreadful alarm being immediately followed by a 
view. of our injured neighhour; who, having 
wounded himſelf in making his eſcape, was in a 


bloody and ſhocking condition; affected my 


dear deceaſed. to ſuch a degree, that ſhe could 
not flegp for near a fortnight; and ever after, 
when the did ſleep, generally awoke about the 


| fame hour in a painful tremour, Upon this ſhe 


concluded, that God way angry with her; that 
ſhe had never known him ſavingly; and that all 
her former ſpiritual emoyments were the delus 
fions of a vain. imagination F. rom this time for- 
ward ſhe took no delight in her family ; and her 
domeſtic concerns, in which, before, the way 
remarkably dibgent, became ber averfion.. Bo- 


Aily diſorders: alſo came on, of ſuch a nature, 


as greatly added to her former gloom and horror 
of mind; which being ſtill much increaſed by 
violent and dreadful temptations from our com- 


mon enemy, ſhe was rendered as completely 
miſerable 


Mercy manifefteil 7 
miſerable, as, perhaps, any one in this world was 
ever known to be, who retainet the exerciſe of 
teaſon. Nay, it was the opitiion of many, that 
her affliction would have been much the lighter, 
had ſhe been entirely deprived af the uſe of that 
noble faculty, On her behalf, many fervent 
prayers were offered up to God, and the aids of 
medicine were fought in various. ways: notwiths 
ſanding which, her affliction increaſed in every 
view z eſpecially as to the horror of her mind, 


and the violence of almoſt _ kind of dreadful | 


temptations, 


For ſome time ſhe retained honokrable chene 5 


of God and his law, of his people and appoint: 
ments; and often ſaid, God is righteous; and 
* his law is holy, juſt; and good, whatever be- 
come of me:* but, for the laft year of het 
life, ſhe ſeemed to give way to the moſt horrid 
ſuggeſtions and Blaſphemous- concluſions, that 
Satan himſelf could infpire. She had, indeed, 
in the midſt of her deep diſtreſs, various very 
confolatory portions of ſcripture impreſſed on 
her mind; particularly the following; For a 
* ſmall moment have I hid my face from thee, 
* but with everlaſting kindneſs will I have mercy 
* on thee, ſaith the Lord thy Redeemer—The 
c viſion is yet for an appointed time; but, at 
« the end, it will ſpeak and not lye. Though 
„ jt tarry, wait for it; becauſe it will ſurely 
„ cone, it will rot tarry—At evening time it 
< be light—Tke days of * ſhall 
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5 Mercy manifeſted. e 
* be. ended.” The laſt of theſe paſſages, ſhe 
often ſaid, ran almoſt perpetually. in her mind 
but ſhe could take no comfort from it: nor did 


any of them afford her the leaſt gleam of cheering 


hope. She was, indeed, ſo far influenced by 
them, as at ſome particular times to ſay; The 
© Lord can ſave me, if he will:“ but this was 
the utmoſt effect they had on her mind. The 


painful apprehenſion of periſhing for ever, had 


the aſcendency to ſuch a degree, that, in Au- 
guſt laſt, my watch happening to hang in 


her chamber, ſhe took it in her hand, and 


ſaid; © I need not regard time: I have done 


with counting time: I am entered on an eternal 


e ſtate of ſuffering :* and; throwing the watch with 


vehemence on the floor, added, I am as ſurely 


damned as that watch is broken! The watch, 


however, not receiving the leaſt injury, ſhe was 
amazed, and ſaid with tears; Well, if God ſave 


Mx, all heaven will be aftomiſhed; but none will 
© wonder ſo much. at his unparalleled merey, as 
* myſelf ?—But even this had no abiding effect; 
for, in a few weeks, ſhe was in as great an agony 
of mental diſtreſs as ever. She took the watch a 
ſecond time, (concluding that ſhe did not, before, 
throw it with ſufficient force) and, ſaying the 
ſame words, flung it with all her might acroſs 
the room. But ſtil the watch received not the 
leaft harm, which was quite aſtoniſhing! and 
the more ſo to me, as the enamel. was cracked 


If an 2 — fall ſome years before. But 
neither 


Mercy manifeſted. 7 
neither the enamel, nor the eaſe, nor the glaſs, 
nor any part of it, received the leaſt apparent 
injury from theſe repeated acts of violence. I 
was not, indeed, an eye-witneſs of theſe aftoniſh» 
ing facts; but fhe, with many tears, informed 
me of them: which determined me to take care 
- the watch, left ſhe ſhould be tempted again 


to repeat the nme and preſumptuous 


een 

She was, for a conliderable time, under ftrong 
_ temptations to put an end to her life; imagining 
that the longer ſhe lived in this world, the more 
intolerable would her condition be in the next. 
And, though a watchful eye was kept upon her, 
by my whole family, ſhe found ſeveral oppor- 
tunities in which, had not a gracious Providence 
Prevented, ſhe: might have accompliſhed her 
awful deſign. One time, having ſuch an oppor- 
tunity, ſhe thought, before ſhe executed the raſh 
reſolve, that ſhe would kneel down and pray; 
* That ſhe might not, in the infernal world, be 
© a blaſphemer :? when God was pleaſed to fruſ- 
trate the deſigns of the tempter, and 'ſhe aroſe 
from her knees with a, Who can tell?” At 
another time, being Lord's day, and the hour 
of public worſhip, two perſons being at home 
with ſtrict orders to take the utmoſt care of her; 
done of them happening to ſtep into an adjoining 

chamber, and the other going down the ſtairs 


to do ſomething about the fire, ſhe went out of 


the houſe entirely unperceived by either of thenr. 
Soon and juſt before I returned from the 
A 4 worſhip 
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worſhip: of God, the came in, to their great fus- 
priſe, all over wet. Seeing her in fuch a con- 
dition, a ſenſe of her imminent danger and 
great deliverance, almoſt overcame us all. Con- 
verſing with her on the alarming incident, I 
found, that ſhe had flung herſelf into a pit full 
of water, which was in a field contiguous to 
my garden; a pit, which was in general five feet 
deep, but ſtill deeper on that ſide of it where ſhe 
threw herſelf in, and the deſcent almoft perpen- 
dicular. How ſhe got out again ſhe could not 
tell; but fhe faid, that while in the water, 
© theſe words ſounded in her ears, and impreſſed. 
© her mind, DELIVER MY SOUL FROM GOING Bows {| 
© To THE PIT 3 on Which ſhe was delivered ſhe knew 7 
not how.. 
Paſſing by many e inſtances of Di- 
. protection, during her deep diſtreſs and 
horrid temptations, in the courſe of three years 
and nine months; I ſhall now give you a conciſe 
account of the Lord's appearance for her near 4 
the cloſe of life. In December laſt, being waſted 
almoſt to a ſkeleton, - ſhe had all the fymptoms 
of a' nearly approaching diſſolution upon her; — 
nor was her mind in the leaſt relieved from the AF 
temptations of the Devil, or the horrors of de- | 
ſpair. On the 17th of that month, early in the 1 
morning, we conſidered her as in the very article EET * 
of diſſolution. But, reviving. a little, I aſked. 
her, How ſhe was in her mind? She anſwered,, 
« Worſe and weeds |. The n and ant oF 
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„ hell have got hold upon me! I am à damned 
cecreature with other expreſſions of a ſimilar 
kind. She being exceedingly weak, 1 requeſted, 
if the Lord ſhould appear for her, fo as to afford 
her any hope, that ſhe would give us a fignal of 
it, She replied, -< Yes, when he does: but that 
„will never bel. no, never! never! never! 
The next day ſhe appeared to be more calm, 
but ſald little: her ſtrength ſeemed to be almoſt 
entirely exhauſted. In the evening of the ſame 
day, my diſtreſs, on her account, was inexprefſibly 
great. 1 retired,” as I had often done, in order 
to pour out my prayers to God for her; and 
found ſuch liberty and fervour in addreſſing 
the Lord, as I do not remember I ever before 
enjoyed. I felt a ſubmiſſion to the will of God, 
in reference to our having any evidence of his 
appearance for her; concluding, that it might, 
poſſibly, be better for as to be ignorant of it: 
and that mercy might be manifeſted to her, was 
all for which I was anxious. v2 

After meditating on her very affecting firuas 
tio, and thinking. with many tears, on theſe 
lines of Dr. Watts, 


« How would the powers of darkneſs boaſt, 
If but one praying ſoul were loſt!” 


I went into her apartment to pray with her, 
and afked her how ſhe did? With a ferene 


countenance ang a cheerful imile, ſhe ſaid, of | 
. s 4 o am 
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* 


removed: it is gone, like a ſtone, from my 
heart. My ſweet Jxsus is come! is come ! 
6 18 come! Les, my dear, he is come! He is 


come of himſelf, and himſelf is come! He is 
come of his own accord ! I did not feteh him. 


I could not, I durſt not pray. I did not ex- 


< pet ever to have enjoyed his preſence. I verily 
thought I ſhould never ſee his face, with com- 


* fort: but O, wonderful grace! my Ixsus is come 
He is come! He is come! He is come to me, 
* and bids me come to him! He ſays, come unte 
< me, ye heavy-laden.'—Her ftrength being quite 
exhauſted, ſhe pauſed a while, as ſhe: had before 
repeatedly. done; for it was with difficulty that 
ſhe uttered her words. Recovering herſelf a 


little, ſhe added, Precious JEsus! Les, my 


< dear, he is precious to them that believe. He 
< #ſed to be precious to me, but never /o precious 


as now. O, how I. love him! I love him! I 


© love him! - which words, IL LOVE HIM, the re- 
peated till ſhe was quite ſpent. 
After a while ſhe ſaid, My dear huſband, you 
« and I have had a long time of trouble; we 
have ſorrowed together; but now we'll praiſe, 
« praiſe, praiſe! O, help me to praiſe and bleſs 
his holy name! I am ſo weak I cannot pratſe 
him now; but I ſhall ſoon be free from this 
poor body, and then I will praiſe him for ever. 
I ſhall meet, in heaven, with my eight chil- 
X * dren. that are gone; and my dear huſband, 
; with 


am well now, my dear. My burden is quite 
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with my ſix dear children that remain (here 


ſhe diſtinctly mentioned the name of each ſur- 
viving child) will, I believe, through rich 
gtace, be brought to the heavenly world. Then 


£: you'll magnify the Lord with me! O, then ve 


« will exalt his name together! 


I aſked her, when the Lord began to diſpel * 


3 and comfort her ſoul? She anſwered, 
Early this morning. E could hardly forbear 
ſinging, Come, ye finners,: poor and «wretched, 
E&c. * but I ſuppreſſed my joy; for I thought. 
had been ſuch a poor ſinful creature, that I would 
:* ſay nothing to any body. But I could not for- 


< bear any longer. The Lord told me, the viſion 
* was for an appointed time—that at evening 
time it ſhould be light—and, that the days of 


my mourning ſhould be ended. Many hun- 


d red times did theſe paſſages run in my mind; 


vet I could not, J would not believe. But now 
the days of my mourning are ended.“ Here, 


checking herſelf, ſhe added; * I ſhould not ſay 


* ſo. I am yet in the body. I know not how 
it may be with me: but I believe the days of 


* my mourning ſhall fozx be ended. What horrid 


thoughts have I had of the great and good 
0 God! Satan tempted me to commit blaſphemy: 
-< yea, to curſe God, and all his people. But now 
I can ſay, that I love God; I love his ways; 
I love his people. I love: my huſband and chil- 


7 Mr. HART" s Hymne, No, too, 


* dren 
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| * dren better than ever I did: nay, I love evefy 
1 * body now; but My Gob I love above all. I 
| | © ſhall ſoon be with him, and ſing, vicronv, b 
| f vicronv, through the blood of the Lamb! O, ö 
precious blood! Divine blood it cleanſeth | 
from all ſin. | 
Aſking her, whether ſhe would take any thing ? | 
The replied, * No; I want nothing, now I have 
' © my Jesus. I intreat you to go to bed. I need 
; nobody with me now, for my Jzsvs is come; 
< and he ſays, I oil! never leave thee ner forſake 
tber. After prayer and praiſe, knowing that 
9 1 had been much interrupted in the enjoyment 
of my natural reſt, and fearing that I ſhould 
take cold by waking with herz ſhe was very 
urgent upon me to go to bed. To ſatisfy her, J 
did ſo but could not ſleep for joy. I ſoon aroſe, | 
| to inquire how ſhe did. Which queſtion being 
aſked, the anſwered, * Very well, My Lord is 
with me: but am fo weak _ I cannot con- 
$ verſe.” 

The next morning a Chriſtian friend came in, 
as uſual, to inquire how ſhe did. I informed 
I her, that ſuch an one was below. Tell him, 
* ſaid ſhe, to come up.“ He did ſo. On ſeeing 
| him, ſhe took him by the hand, and faid, * My 

dear friend, / rejoice with me, My Jazvvs is | 


— — 
— 
* 


| (meaning his wife) to come and ſee me; and 
| let us all rejoice once more together. Mlany 


| Chriſtian friends viſited her that day; each of 
. | Wo * 


come! I am comfortable now. Tell ſiſter Alice | 


Mercy — 13 
di was filled with a joyful furpriſe, and 


affected in a manner which exceeds deſcription, 
When ſpeaking to them, ſhe frequently ſaid, 
O, how I love the people of God I love you 
* all, as I da my own ſoul. - Pray that I may 
have ſtill more faith and patience. I am weak 
© and wicked. But this God is my God; for 
ever and ever; and will be my guide even unto 
death. To her children, then around her, he 
faid, © You have been good children to me; Tou 
+ have behaved tenderly and well to me, in all 
© my troubles. The Lord bleſs you yet more 
and more! He has begun a good work in you, 
„and he will finiſn it. He js a faithful God: 


 * truſt in him, and cleave to him. Regard the 
advice of your dear father, who, with yau, 


* has had much trouble with- me. Though I 
am very weak, I feel but little pain; The 
Lord, perhaps, may raiſe me up again, to be a 
comfort to you, and a monument of his ow 


b mercy and faithfulneſs, that others may be en- 
© couraged to truſt in him: for none need deſpair, 


« ſceing I have found mercy.” 
_ Phe following night the faid- very little: ſhe 
often endeavoured to ſpeak, but could not; being 


d weak as frequently to faint away.—The next 


morning, ſhe appeared gs if ſhe was juſt going 
to expire: bur, being a little revived, ſaid, 
They overcame him through the blood of the 
Lamb.“ And, Jaoking at me, added, My 


7 Sad . the Lord 


* together, 
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together. After united addreſſes at the Di- 
vine chrone, ſhe ſaid, with a feeble voice, God 
is good: he has been good indeed to me; even 
q to poor, ſinful me—A faithful, covenant · keep- 
ing God—He,will be found of all his people 
Not one of his ſhall ever be wee ue is 1 to 

« ſave to the very uttermoſt.* -- 
That day ſhe complained of elem very en 
and dull, and repeatedly ſaid; I fear Satan 
5 ſeeks to gain an advantage ovEer me. What a 
por ſluggiſn creature I am, to ſleep now, 
hen 1 ſhould. watch, and pray, and praiſe!“ 
In the evening ſhe had a fine ſleep. Awaking, 
me ſaid, Bleſſed :be: God! I have had a ſweet 
+ ſleep indeed I have not had the like for ſeveral 
« years.” She, would fain have: converſed, but᷑ 
her extreme veakneſs prevented her ſaying 
much. Soon After, ſhe — that her mind 
was a little beclouded; and ſaid, I know not 
< how. it will be with me at laſt,” She ſeemed 
to be mueh troubled in ſpirit; frequently, in a 
moſt affecting manner, : ſaying, .* What ſhall Ido! 
© what ſhall I do!” . Though he ſlay 
me, I will traſt in Two of our children, 
who were at a diſtance, being ſent for, and coming 
home about ten ofclock in the evening, ſhe 
ſpake very affectionately to them, commend- 
ing them to the Lord; but, not being able to 
expreſs more than a word or two at a time, 
without painful interruptions, ſhe did not ſay 
much. Tet, with elevated looks and fixed eyes, 
ſhe 
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ſhe repeatedly ſaid, with a feeble voice; Come, 
Lord Jeſus, come quickly! Why tarry the 
s wheels of his chariot ?? 

The ſcene being now too affecting for me, I 
Jet go her hands; which, at her requeſt, had been 
cloſed in mine for ſeveral hours, Seating myſelf 
on the other ſide of the chamber, ſhe waved her_ 
hand towards me and ſeemed uneaſy. I returned 
to her, and, eagerly taking hold of my hand, ſhe 
ſmiled, ſaying; Mercy - mercy Sweet 
Jeſus Mighty to ſave Found in him 
bving— dying judgment and thus "breathed 
her laſt, about five Oelock on Saturday morning, 
December 21, 1 776. in the da year of 

her age. 

The above is a yery conciſe account of the 
dealings of a Sovereign God with my dear de- 
| ceaſed wife; and of the rich, free, triumphant 
: grade, that was manifeſted | to her! : all wh be- 
held her complicated afflictions, and attended 
her. in the concluding period of life, being ready 
to adopt the werds bf the aſtoniſhed Jews, as 
reported by the evangeliſt, and jay, „We never 
„ ſawe things on this faſhion I- That this nar- 

rative may be uſeful to my worthy friend, at 
whoſe requeſt it was drawn up; and, if ever made 
public, edifying to all that ſhall read it, is the 
ſincere prayer of, 

Pear Sir, 
your unworthy brother, 

in the kingdom and patience of Jeſus Chriſt, 

Arnſby, April 12, 1777, XK. H. 
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